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The Understanding of Józef Tischner’s Work
Work cannot be separated from human life. Nowadays, the concept of work has been usually
perceived only from an economic perspective as a factor of production process. Does acquiring
the means of livelihood is the only value of human work? No doubt, it is a very basic goal, but not
the only one. Besides this dimension, there are many other important aspects of human work.
In the first part of my paper, I point out two possible understanding of the phenomenon of human
work – an objective and a subjective one. The objective sense has to show haw men reign over
the earth (material production). The subjective one emphasizes the dignity of human person
(philosophical anthropology and ethics). According to Tischner it would be a mistake to take into
account only the objective meaning of work, since the moral sense would have been omitted.
In the second part, I will adduce the dangers to the proper understanding of human work which
arise when one chooses the wrong concept of man (philosophical anthropology). In the philosophical
understanding, work is a derivative of the accepted vision of man. In order to avoid the situation of
objectifying of man (problem of reification), we should conceive him as a personal being who crates
himself in the process of work.
In the final part of my presentation, the phenomenon of work is discussed as a mean
of improvement and perfection of human being which is done in cooperation with others. By the means
of work man enters into relations with God, with the material world, with others (the social world)
and with himself. By the above mentioned means she discovers the purpose of her life.
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